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Reply from Dr BM Haas
We are grateful to Dr Walsh and Dr Ashworth for their comments on our article`The inter rater reliability of the original and modi®ed Ashworth scale for the assessment of spasticity in patients with spinal cord injury' (Haas et al 1 ) made by Drs Walsh and Ashworth. We fully agree that the issue of spasticity is complex and that the resistance felt when moving a limb passively is a composite of various factors, such as inertia, elasticity and viscosity. Loss of range of motion may further complicate the issue. Walsh and Ashworth point out that torque generators are capable of separating some of these eects and should be used in the research setting. We agree but would like to point out that the focus of our paper was the evaluation of a rating scale which is used for clinical evaluation as well as in the research setting. Torque generators, however, have not been found to be used widely. 2 One physiotherapist and one doctor were the assessors in our study. both were experienced in the rehabilitation of patients with spinal cord injury. We acknowledge that the reliability of the scales may have been better if both together had undergone training in the use of the scales. However, we deliberately did not provide this training. The aim of our investigation was to evaluate the reliability of the scales when following a standard procedure. This appeared to be a realistic situation in the clinical ®eld. The usefulness of a measurement which depends on years of experience and only shows reliability when used by clinicians who trained together must surely be questionable. Our study has highlighted that this is exactly the problem with this scale in this patient group.
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